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original 1964 GTO Royal Bobcat Car and Driver magazine test car.

‘ ' uscle car nirvana returned to the Chicagoland
’ / /area this past November at the Donald Stephens
¥ Convention Center in Rosemont. lllinois. Held at
a tme of year when Midw est temperatures can be some-
what chilly or downright ftigid, this annual paradise of
power never tails to warm the hears of all who attend

The annual Muscle Car and Conetle Nationals
(MCACN]), as organized by Bob Ashton and his hardwork-
ing staff and crew; brings together over 550 of the finest
and rarest muscle cars assembled under one roof during an
all-too-brief weekend.

There was no shortage of Pontiac performance on dis-
play this year as evidenced by the large assortment of GTQ,
Firebird, Trans Am, 2+2 and vintage drag race examples po-
sitioned throughout the massive tacility.

MCACN celebrated the 60th anniversary of our be-
loved GTO by assembling an extraordinary selection of
*Creat Ones” just inside the comvention hall's main entry
Fans were immediately greeted by the original 1964 Royal
Bobcat GTO magazine test car and a large Royal Pontiac
dealership sign. The display also featured the special air in-

duction system that Royal Pontiac had tabricated for this
stored car.

Flanking the bright redcarpeted aisleway were nine
1970 GTO Judge convertibles — eight of which featured
the Ram Air IV engine and one with a 435 engine, Oppo-
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An unrestored 1971 C1.37 in luceme Blue with « 455 H.O. cngln:
and very rare rear fodge airfoll.
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sive assortmen: of Ram Air-powered
GTOs representing the 1966 through
1972 model years

if that was not enough, sprinkled
throughout tha show were stili more
CTO and judge models ranging from
1964 through 2006

Addronal focused displays includ-
ed a “Class of ‘74" grouping (featuring
six SD-435 Fermula and Trans Ams
along with a £55-powered Formula
model), a 2+2 display, a “Malaise Era
display with teveral lase-'70s Trans
Ams, plus a Super Siock Lightweight
group with a SD-421 Catalina and a
rare-as-rare-ean-be 1963 SD-421 Tem-
pest station wagon.

Attende2s also enjoyed numerous
“bam find® survivors and a “Vintage
Certification” class where absolute
originality is tantamount for judging.

Yet another highly anticipated fea-
ture o MCACN offers owners of me-
ticulously restored muscle cars to have
a “premier unveiling” of their effors
— a first public debut following an ex-
tensive restorabon. Pontiac was again
well represented here with seven fresh-
ly restored examples being revealed
throughout the weekend.

Live music, an awards presentation,
kids events and guest speakers kept
everyone busy throughout the jam-
packed schedule.

Now in its fifteenth year, MCACN
continues {o raise the bar as the pre-
miere muscle car exposition in the
country, making it a must-attend
event. Next year’s event will retum to
the same venue on November 22-23,
2025 Make plans now to attend! &

1965 2+2 in Fontaine Bluc with 421 Tri-Power.
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Thiz 1973 CIO wears 3 zspecialorder cofor of Starlight Black. It was sold through my familys
dealership, Bert Adamss Pontizc.

The Great Onc! An otiginal Thom AMcAn pramotion prize contest 1967
CTO0 kn Tiger Cold.
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This rare 1972 Hurst $5) Grand Priv was part of the ever popular “Barn 974 S0 455 Formula in Crestwood Brown iz belicved lo be the
Finds™ display: irst ‘74 Super Duty produced.

A 1980 Trams Am in Starfight Black with red
hood bird decal and Carmine interior.
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The mid-year oplion of a Ram Air If powers this Verdoro At this show the uftra rare is his 1970 Judge cormvertible was one The red-and-white collor combination is siriking on this 1959 Bonneville convertible. It feafures wide whifewalls. a Tri-Tone bucket seat
Green 1968 GTO, of ejzht on display with an orisinal Ram Air IV ._.n_,_.;,',',-._ inferior amd Tei=Power under the hood,
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